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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Health  Department, 

6,  Red  Rose  Terrace, 
Chester-le-Street. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural 

District  Council. 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  1956,  my 
second  full  year  in  office. 

The  standard  of  health  of  the  people  in  the  district  during  the 
year,  as  shown  by  the  statistics  has  been  maintained.  Great 
satisfaction  can  be  gained  from  the  following  two  items.  First,  the 
infantile  mortality  rate  fell  to  27.6 — the  lowest  figure  ever  for  the 
district — this  in  terms  of  human  life  meant  that  18  babies  under 
one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year.  Compared  with  20  years  ago 
when  the  rate  was  61/1,000  and  number  of  deaths  49,  and  the 
year  1900,  when  the  rate  was  197/1,000,  and  the  number  of  deaths 
467,  the  great  advances  can  be  more  easily  appreciated. 

Secondly,  the  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  fell  to  five 
— again  the  lowest  ever  recorded  for  deaths  in  the  district  from  this 
disease.  The  number  of  new  cases  notified,  also  showed  a reduction, 
being  seven  fewer  than  for  1955. 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  fell  from  982  in 
1955  to  267  for  1956,  this  being  mainly  due  to  the  small  number  of 
measles  notifications. 

Vaccinations  against  poliomyelitis  was  introduced  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year,  although  only  on  a very  limited  scale. 

In  the  housing  field,  so  important  in  maintenance  of  good 
health,  some  progress  has  been  made,  218  new  houses  being  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  Housing  from  condemned  property 
continued,  so  that  only  26  of  the  houses  condemned  before  the  war 
remained  occupied  at  the  end  of  1956. 

Improvement  Grants  were  being  made  by  the  Council  during 
the  year,  and  although  few  in  number,  they  are  all  helping  towards 
better  living  conditions. 

The  title  of  Sanitary  Inspector  was  changed  by  legislation  during 
the  year  to  Public  Health  Inspector,  an  intimation  of  the  general 
feeling  that  the  word  “ sanitary  ” did  not  give  a true  indication  of 
their  functions. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council  for 
their  continued  help  and  support,  and  also  the  staff  of  the  Depart- 
ment for  their  efforts  and  enthusiasm  during  the  year. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  SIDDLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health — (Joint  Appointment  with  U.D.C. 
and  Durham  C.C.) 

J.  L.  SlDDLE,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Public  Health  Inspectors— 

Charles  W.  Robson,  c.  r.s.i.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  of  the  R.S.I.  (Southern  Area). 

Tom  Sayer,  m. r.s.i.,  c.r.s.t.  and  Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection  of  the  R.S.I.  (Northern  Area). 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector — 

Kenneth  Robertshaw 

Rodent  Officer — 

William  Maughan. 

Clerical  Staff — 

Victor  Moore, 

Renee  Holden. 

A 50%  grant  is  payable  in  respect  of  the  salaries  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectors, 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


1931 

1955 

1956 

Area  (acres) 

26,925 

22,226 

22,226 

Population  

52,991 

41,160* 

41,160 

Persons  per  Acre 

1.97 

1.85 

1 85 

Inhabited  Houses 

12,026 

12,140 

12,229 

Rateable  Value  

£173,350 

£307,468 

£313,799 

Penny  Rate  Product 

£635 

£677 

£691 

* Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate  including  members  of  the 
armed  forced  stationed  in  area. 


BIRTH-RATE,  DEATH-RATE  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Population 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year  population  for 
1956  was  41,160,  as  compared  with  41,160  for  1955. 

The  population  trend  is  shown  by  the  figures  given  for  the 
past  ten  years. 

Reg.  General's 
Est.  population 


1947  ... 

40,970 

1948  ... 

40,850 

1949  ... 

41,270 

1950  ... 

41,180 

1951  ... 

40,670 

1952  ... 

40,710 

1953  ... 

41,430 

1954  ... 

41,110 

1955  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

41,160 

1956  ... 

Mi 

• • . 

41,160 

9 

Births 

There  was  a slight  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  as  compared  with 
1955.  Total  births  were  629  for  1956,  and  618  for  1955. 


Live  Births — 


Legitimate : 327  male,  302  female 

Total 

629 

Illegitimate : 10  male,  12  female 

Total 

22 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population 

resident 

15.8 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

15.3 

Still  births  (7  female*  8 male).  Rate  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births  ... 

23.3 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1956  was  485,  compared  with 
431  for  1955.  The  crude  death  rate  being  11.8  for  1956;  10.5  was 
the  figure  for  1955. 
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Table  2 

Deaths 

The  following  table  shows  the  classification  of  deaths  from  ail 
causes  (Registrar  General’s  figures) : 


Causes  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

ALL  CAUSES  

252 

233 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

4 

1 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

3.  Syphilitic  diseases  

1 

— 

4.  Diphtheria  

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  ...  

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8.  Measles  

— 

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

8 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

1 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 

— 

6 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  

— 

5 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

21 

16 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

2 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

38 

43 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  ... 

47 

34 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

12 

15 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  ... 

24 

26 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

11 

14 

22.  Influenza 

— 

— 

23.  Pneumonia 

11 

16 

24.  Bronchitis 

9 

3 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

1 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

1 

1 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

— 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

4 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  

3 

— 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  

— 

3 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

4 

3 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

18 

24 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents  

6 

2 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

11 

1 

35.  Suicide 

— 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

— 

— 
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Table  3 


The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of  death  during  the  year: 


1955 

% of 

1956 

% of 

No.  of 

total 

No.  of 

total 

deaths 

deaths 

deaths 

deaths 

1.  Diseases  of  heart  and 

circulatory  system  . . . 

211 

48.9 

264 

54.4 

2.  Cancer  ... 

75 

17.4 

78 

16.0 

3.  Acute  respiratory  diseases 

4.  Violence  (road  traffic 

57 

13.2 

42 

8.65 

deaths,  other  violent 
causes  and  suicide) 

23 

5.3 

21 

4.3 

5.  Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

8 

1.8 

6 

1.2 

The  main  causes  of  death  in  the  population  continued  to  be 
diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system.  Over  half  of  the 
persons  who  died  during  1956  suffered  from  some  disease  of  either 
the  heart  or  the  circulatory  system. 

The  figures  for  coronary  disease  are  particularly  to  be  noted 
here,  as  there  has  been  a rise  of  20  ever  those  for  1955.  The  total 
of  81  deaths  from  this  cause  during  the  year  is  certainly  the  highest 
recorded  in  the  district.  This  is,  of  course,  in  keeping  with  the 
rise  throughout  the  country.  Research  into  the  disease  and  its 
prevention  continues,  but  until  more  definite  information  is  avail- 
able, we  can  but  try  to  lead  more  tranquil  lives — a very  difficult 
thing  to  do  in  this  Atomic  Age. 

Deaths  from  cancer  continue  at  much  the  same  level.  We 
note  once  again  the  fact  that  cancer  of  the  lung  affects  males  in 
preference  to  females — 13  men  died  from  this,  and  only  one  woman. 

Deaths  from  acute  respiratory  diseases  fell  during  the  year, 
these  deaths  are  frequently  related  to  the  severity  of  the  winter, 
there  being  many  more  deaths  during  a hard  winter. 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  have  fallen  to  six,  and  only  five 
of  these  deaths  are  the  result  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  This  is 
the  smallest  figure  ever  recorded  in  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health's 
Reports  fer  the  district. 

Once  again  we  have  over  20  deaths  resulting  from  accidents 
of  various  kinds  and  suicide.  These  accidental  deaths  are  not 
always  preventable,  but  a number  could,  with  more  care,  be 
avoided.  The  figures  certainly  indicate  that  any  work  or  money 
spent  on  Prevention  of  Accidents  is  fully  justified. 
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Infantile  Mortality 

The  figures  of  31  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  in  1955 
has  shown  a big  improvement  by  falling  to  18  for  the  year  1956. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rates  for  the  two  years  are:  1955, 
50.5;  1956,  27.6. 

Of  the  18  deaths,  11  were  babies  under  four  weeks  of  age,  and 
seven  were  between  four  weeks  and  one  year  old  at  time  of  death. 

: - v g||gi  m,  i - * m hS  ^ 

The  neonatal  mortality  rate  is  that  for  children  dying  under 
the  age  of  four  weeks,  and  for  1956  was  16.8  as  compared  with 
England  and  Wales  of  16.9. 

In  previous  reports  I have  pointed  out  that  the  deaths  of 
babies  under  four  weeks  of  age,  cannot  in  the  main,  and  having 
regard  to  our  present  state  of  knowledge  be  prevented.  Those 
occurring  between  4 weeks  and  1 year  might  possibly  have  been 
prevented. 


It  is  the  big  fall  in  the  latter  group  that  has  mainly  been 
responsible  for  the  great  improvement  in  the  Infant  Mortality 
rate  this  year.  Of  the  total  deaths,  it  could  be  said  without  knowing 
further  details  that  only  three  might  have  been  prevented. 


A graph  showing  the  Infant  Mortality  Rates  for  the  district 
over  a period  of  years  with  England  and  Wales  rates  for  comparison 
is  given  under  Appendix  B.  The  graph  shows  very  well  how  the 
rate  has  fallen  to  a lowest  ever  figure.. 

Maternal  Mortality 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate,  i.e.,  deaths  of  women  as  a 
result  of  child  bearing,  pregnancy,  or  abortion,  has  since  1953  been 
recorded  as  NIL.  The  year  1956  has  ended  this  good  record  — 
three  deaths  during  the  year  come  under  this  heading,  giving  a 
Maternity  Mortality  Rate  of  4.50. 

Analysis  of  the  deaths  shows  that  one  was  the  result  of  an 
attempted  abortion;  another  had  pulmonary  tuberculosis  as  an 
additional  factor,  and  the  third  death  showed  various  complications 
during  the  pregnancy. 


INFANT  DEATH  ANALYSIS  1956. 
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Cause  of  Death 

Hydrocephalus  ... 

Prematurity 

Meningo  Myeiocele 

Hydrops  Foetalis 

Heart  Failure 

Neonatal  Hepatitis  

Kenicterus 

Congenital  Malformation 
Pneumonia  Bronchial  ... 

Total  

14 


SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA 

(1)  Laboratory  Facilities 

In  June,  1956,  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  New  Institute  of  Pathology,  which  was  built  in  the 
grounds  of  the  General  Hospital  to  house  the  hospital  pathological 
laboratory,  the  Blood  Transfusion  Service,  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  The  Director  is  Dr.  A.  I.  Messer. 

Particulars  of  examinations  undertaken  are  given  below: — 


Disease 

Negative 

Positive 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

276 

57 

Food  Poisoninv  ... 

81 

24 

(2)  Local  Health  Authority  Services 

The  Administrative  County  is  divided  up  into  twelve  areas. 
Chester-le-Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  forming  No.  4 Area. 
For  each  area,  a Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  appointed  to 
exercise  on  behalf  of  the  County  Health  Comittee,  certain  functions 
relating  to  services  under  the  National  Health  Services  Act  1946. 

All  day-to-day  administration  of  the  County  Service  is  carried 
out  by  County  Headquarters.  The  Area  Medical  Officer  deputises 
for  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  quarterly  meetings  of 
the  Area  Sub-Committee. 

(a)  Health  Visitor  Service 

There  are  5 Health  Visitors  employed  by  the  County  Council 
working  in  the  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District.  A survey  of  the 


work  done  by  them  is  given  below: — 

Visits  paid  to  : — 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  ...  ...  ...  ...  9,364 

Tuberculosis  •••  •••  ...  1.134 

School  Work  ...  1,009 

General  Health  216 

Mental  Deficiency  360 

Aged  People 109 

Summary : — 

Ineffective  Visits  ...  ...  ..  •••  •••  ...  1,258 

Total  number  of  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  13,450 

Number  of  effective  visits  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  12,192 

Time  (as  days)  spent  on  visits  (Routine,  other  and 

ineffective)  571 


Average  daily  number  of  effective  visits  per  health 
visitor  


is 


Clinics,  etc.,  Work: — Time  {as  days) 

Spent : 


(а)  at  Maternal  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  ...  ...  265 

(б)  at  Chest  Clinics  and  contact  sessions  ...  ...  164 

(c)  at  School  Head  to  Head  inspections  ...  ...  20 

(<2)  conducting  children  to  special  schools  ...  ...  6 

(e)  assisting  with  school  medical  inspections  ...  ...  25 


(6)  Clinics 

In  the  rural  district  during  the  year  the  County  Council  had  3 
clinics  which  were  utilised  in  connection  with  local  health  authority 
services  in  the  district.  In  some  cases  the  clinics  held  in  the  Urban 
District  are  more  convenient  for  certain  of  the  rural  district 
inhabitants  so  that  these  have  been  included  in  the  table  show. 


Address  of  Centre 

Sessions 

Hexham  Villa, 

Birtley. 

Telephone  No.  52. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Fridays  weekly  except  first 

afternoon  in  month 

Child  Welfare  ...  Mondays  weekly. 

Birth  Control — First  Friday  morning  in 

Post-Natal.  each  month. 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Monday  and  Friday  morn- 
ings weekly. 

Mains  Farm  House, 

West  Lane, 

Chester-le-  Street . 
Telephone  No.  3286. 

Ante-Natal  ....  Tuesdays  weekly  and  alter- 

nate Thursday  mornings. 

Child  Welfare  Wednesdays  weekly. 

Birth  Control-  Alternate  Thursday  after 

Post-Natal.  A/rn°?nS'  ,,  . 

Ultra  Violet  Ray  Monday  afternoons  and 

J Thursday  mornings 
weekly. 

Miners'  Welfare  Hall, 

West  Pel  ton. 

Ante-Natal  ...  Alternate  Wednesdays. 

Child  Welfare  ...  Alternate  Wednesdays. 

Old  Relief  Office. 

Front  Street, 

Sacriston . 

Ante-Natal  ...  Alternate  Thursday  mora- 

| ings. 

i Child  Welfare  ...  Alternate  Thursday  morn- 
ings and  Thursday  after- 
noons (3  weeks  out  of  4 
weeks) . 

Birth  Control — Thursday  afternoons  every 
Post-Natal.  4 weeks. 
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(c)  Welfare  Foods 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  WELFARE  FOODS 


National  dried  milk,  orange  juice,  cod  liver  oil  and  vitamin 
tablets  are  distributed  from  centres  in  the  area  as  shown. 


Address  of  Centre 

Sessions 

Hexham  Villa,  Birtley.  Tel.  No.  52 

Monday  and  Friday:  10  a.m.  to  12 
noon,  and  1.30  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 

Old  Relief  Office,  Front  Street, 
Sacriston  

Thursday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon,  and 
1.30  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 

Community  Centre,  Pelton  ... 

Tuesday:  1.30  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  West  Pelton 

Wednesday:  10  a.m.  to  12  noon,  and 
1.3o  p.m.  to  3.30  p.m. 

Post  Office,  Great  Lumley 

Monday  to  Friday:  9 a.m.  to  5 p.m. 
Saturday:  9 a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Methodist  Church,  Nettlesworth  ... 

Alternate  Wednesdays:  2 p.m.  to  4 
p.m. 

Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Kibblesworth 

Wednesdays  (monthly):  10  a.m.  to 
11.30  a.m. 

(d)  Domiciliary  Midwifery  & Home  Nursing  Services 

The  following  statements  give  details  of  the  work  done  and  the 
staff  employed: — 


Domiciliary  Midwifery 


Staff 

Cases — Mid-  wifery  and 
Maternity 

Cases  dis-  charged  from 

hospital  before  14 

days 

5 district  midwives 

242  plus  85  taken  by 

— 

4 district  nurse 

Mid  wives  from  other 

108 

midwives 

areas. 

Home  Nursing 


Medical 

Surgical 

Tuberculosis 

Casual 

Total 

Staff 

Cases  Visits 

Cases  Visits 

Cases  Visits 

Cases 

Visits 

Cases  Visits 

4 district 
nurses 

4 district  1 
nurse 

midwives  ' 

711 

20,869 

612 

8809  ; 

1 

52 

2326 

809 

1375 

32811 

included  in  Total 


Patients  65  years  and 
over 

Visits 

347 

13,603 

Patients  6 years  and 
under 

Visit* 

95 

641 

(e)  Ambulance  Service 

The  service  is  run  by  the  County  Council.  The  Chester-le- 
Street  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  are  served  principally  by  the 
ambulance  depot  situated  at  Osborne  Road,  Chester-le-Street. 
This  depot  is  in  charge  of  a head  driver  and  has  an  establishment 
of  15  drivers  and  5 ambulances  and  one  light  sitting-case  ambulance. 
All  requests  for  ajnbulance  transport  reach  the  depot  via  the  Durham 
Control  which  is  manned  by  a team  of  4 clerk-telephonists 
maintaining  a 24-hour  service. 

When  necessary,  either  in  the  interests  of  economy  or  in  order 
to  reinforce  the  Chester-le-Street  Depot,  vehicles  from  the  neigh- 
bouring depot  are  utilised  in  the  transport  of  patients  in  the  area. 

Work  done  by  the  Chester-le-Street  ambulance  depot  during 
the  year. 


No  of 
Calls 

No  of 
Journeys 

Patients 

Stretcher 

carried 

Sitting 

Total 

Mileage 

7,351 

5,679 

3,071 

16,846 

19,917 

118,060 
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(/)  Domestic  Help 

Domestic  helps  are  provided  by  the  County  Council  where 
necessary  in  cases  of  sickness,  childbirth,  infirmity  or  other  house- 
hold emergencies. 


Domestic  Help  cases  during  195 ip 

Cases  provided  with  home  help  at  1st  January,  1956  190 

New  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Cases  provided  with  home  help  during  the  year  ...  262 

Cases  remaining  on  j 1-12-56. 

Maternity  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Old  Age  Pensioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  252 

Sickness  Cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Number  of  home  helps  employed  — 103  214 


The  demand  for  the  service  continues  to  increase,  the  majority 
of  new  cases  being  old  people.  There  are  a number  of  home  helps 
in  the  area  who  have  proved  to  be  reliable  and  co-operativb 
workers.  They  willingly  undertake  duties  for  difficult  cases,  and  in 
dirty,  neglected  houses,  doing  much  more  than  their  accepted 
service,  sometimes  with  little  appreciation  of  their  efforts. 

(g)  Prevention  of  Illness  Care  and  Aftercare 

Under  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  the 
Durham  County  Council  s ipply  nursing  requisites  on  loan  to  those 
needing  them.  A fee  is  charged,  the  assessment  of  which  depends 
on  income  and  the  type  of  article  borrowed.  All  the  articles  are 
stored  in  Durham  City  and  have  to  be  brought  out  to  the  place 
where  they  are  required. 

(h)  School  Health  Service 

The  School  Health  Service  is  run  by  the  Durham  County 
Council  from  the  headquarters  in  Durham  City. 

The  clinic  for  the  bulk  of  Chester-le-Street  Rural  District  school 
children  is  in  Birtley.  The  clinic  is  ooen  daily  and  is  attended  on 
Monday  and  Wednesday  by  a School  Medical  Cf^irer. 

Routine  medical  inspections  of  children  are  carried  out  in  the 
schools  by  a School  Medical  Officer. 
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(3)  Hospital  Services 

The  population  of  the  district  are  in  the  main  dealt  with  by  the 
Durham  Group  of  Hospitals.  Those  situated  in  Chester-le-Street 
are  the  General  Hospital  and  Infectious  Disease  Hospital. 

The  General  Hospital  in  Chester-le-Street  caters  for  both  acute 
and  chronic  illness. 

(4)  Executive  Council  Service 

The  executive  council  for  the  County  of  Durham  is  the  body 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  General  Practitioner  Service 

in  the  District. 

There  are  10  general  practitioners  residing  in  the  district. 

(5)  Health  Education 

The  sound  film  projector  which  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council  and  is  available  for  use  by  District  Medical  Officers,  is 
utilised  in  the  district. 

Members  of  the  Health  Department  attended  various  organisa- 
tions during  the  year  to  give  talks  on  matters  affecting  the  health 
of  the  population. 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  send  out 
suitable  leaflets  and  posters  to  the  General  Practioners  in  the  district 
for  use  in  their  surgery  waiting  rooms. 

The  booklet  called  “ Better  Health  " which  is  published  by 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  is  now  supplied  to  General 
Practitioners,  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  and  Head 
Teachers  in  the  District. 

(6)  Cara  of  the  Aged 

Agc-ii  Perrons’  Hospital  Accommodation 

The  problem  of  providing  hospital  accommodation  for  the 
chronic  sick  aged  is  increasmg  from  year  to  year  as  the  population 
cf  the  a^ed  community  incrzaros.  In  spite  of  this,  there  have  be'eh 
few  difficulties  during  the  year  in  obtaining  hospital  beds  for  chronic 
social  cases. 

Liaison  with  the  hospital  medical  staff  continues  to  be  good, 
and  co-operation  is  excellent. 

Hcste!  Acrommodation 

The  shortage  of  hostel  accommodation,  as  provided  by  the 
County  Council  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  is  such 
that  cases  other  than  acute  emergencies  have  to  wait  some  time  for 
admission.  This,  of  course,  creates  many  problems,  and  may  mean 
the  continued  occupation  of  a hospital  bed  of  a patient  who  ought 
to  be  in  a hostel. 

Hostel  accommodation  is,  however,  being  increased  from  year 
to  year,  and  the  problem  should,  we  hope,  resolve  itself  within  the 

foreseeable  future. 


*) 

SECTIO  N C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

1.  Water 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  three  water  undertakings, 
namely,  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  the 
National  Coal  Board  (Lambton,  Hetton  and  Joicey  Group)  and 
the  Durham  County  Water  Board.  The  distribution  system  is 
complex  and  in  addition  to  direct  supplies  the  Council  distributes 
water. 


Bacteriological  sampling  in  195C  gave  the  following  results. 
The  Ministry  of  Health’s  recommendations  are  given  for 
comparison. 


Class  Class 

1 2 

Ministry  of  Health’s  recom- 
mendation   50  + % 80  + % 


Class  Class 
3 4 

100%  0 


Samples  Durham  County 

Water  Board 44  (94%)  2 (96%)  — 1 


Samples  other  undertakings  43  (91%)  3 (97%)  1 (100%)  — 


2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

During  the  year  various  lengths  of  soil  and  surface  water 
sewers  were  laid.  In  addition,  other  general  works  of  maintenance 
and  repairs  were  effected,  to  the  considerable  mileage  of  sewers 
under  the  Council’s  control. 

The  scheme  for  the  provision  of  sludge  lagoons  at  Sacriston 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  was  almost  completed  during  the  year. 

Schemes  for  Grange  Villa,  Floaters  Mill  and  Birtley  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Minister  during  the  year,  but  up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
no  further  information  was  available. 

With  regard  to  FloatersMill,  the  serious  pollution  of  the  Lumley 
Burn  continues. 

There  were,  fortunately,  no  serious  complaints  during  the  year, 
and  samples  taken  from  the  burn  did  not  show  any  recurrence  of 
the  presence  of  paratyphoid  organisms,  as  had  been  found  in  1955. 

A scheme  is  still  urgently  needed  for  Grange  Villa. 

During  the  year,  complaints  about  the  situation  at  Grange 
Villa  had  been  given  some  publicity.  There  is  little  that  can  be 
done  until  such  times  as  the  Minister’s  approval  is  received. 

The  position  at  Birtiey  grows  more  acute  as  the  years  go  by. 

As  stated  in  last  year’s  report,  the  Newtown  Pumping 
Station  is  inadequate,  and  serious  pollution  of  the  Rowletch  Burn 
is  taking  place. 

Housing  development  in  the  Birtley  and  Pelton  areas  are 
having  to  be  delayed  on  account  of  this. 
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3.  Closet  Accommodation 

The  Minister  has  approved  a conversion  scheme  in  the  Sacris- 
ton  area,  but  unfortunately  the  Grange  Villa  Conversion  Scheme 
cannot  be  proceeded  with  until  the  extension  to  the  Chester-le-Street 
Disposal  Works,  and  the  laying  of  the  connecting  outfall  from 
Pelton  Fell  to  Grange  Villa  is  completed. 


We  can  only  hope  that  this  work  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near 
future,  and  so  enable  the  necessary  conversions  to  be  done. 


The  Council  continued  to  give  financial  assistance  to  owners 
and  owner  occupiers,  towards  the  cost  of  of  the  conversion. 


There  were  61  such  conversions  carried  out  during  1956. 


4.  Public  Cleansing 

This  service  has  continued  satisfactorily  during  1956. 

Bins  continue  to  be  emptied  in  general  twice  and  ashpits  once 
per  week,  with  negligible  complaint. 

The  Bin  ownership  scheme  operated  by  the  Council  as  a 
general  rate  charge  since  1st  April,  1954,  has  got  well  under  way 
and  is  operating  satisfactorily. 

Information  under  foregoing  paragraphs  1,  2,  3 and  4 has  been 
largely  supplied  by  the  Surveyor. 
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5.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Again  nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Act  have  been  largely 
abated  by  persuasion,  it  only  being  necessary  to  serve  10  formal 
notices.  101  informal  notices  were  served,  98  being  complied  with. 

6.  Petroleum  Consolidated  Act,  1928 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  the  responsible  figures  in 
connection  with  this  Act. 

41  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
40,710  gallons  of  petrol.  9 licences  were  issued  for  the  storage  of 
1,002  tons,  2 cwt.,  0 stones,  4 lb.  of  calcium  carbide  and  two 
licences  were  granted  for  the  storage  of  105  gallons  of  naphtha.  One 
licence  also  granted  for  50  gallons  Cellulose. 
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7.  Rats  and  Mice  (Prevention  and  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949) 


Dwelling  All 
Houses  Other 

(inc.  ( inc . Total  of  Agri- 
Local  Council  B’ness  Cols.  (1)  cul- 
Auth'ty  Houses ) P’mses)  (2)  & (3)  tural 


I. 

Number  of  properties  in  Local 
Authority's  District  (Notes 

1 and  2)  

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

105 

12,229 

1,102 

13,436 

176 

II. 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
as  a result  of: — 

(a)  Notification 

2 

183 

25 

210 

4 

(b)  Survey  under  the  Act 

16 

5 

— 

21 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) . . . 

III. 

Total  inspections  carried  out — 
including  re-inspections  (To 
be  completed  only  if  figures 
are  readily  available) 

36 

376 

50 

462 

8 

IV. 

Number  of  properties  inspected 
(in  Sect.  II)  which  were 
lound  to  be  infested  by: — 

( a ) Rats — 

Major 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Minor 

26 

74 

9 

101 

2 

(b)  Mice — 

Major  

_ 

. 



_ 

_ 

Minor 

— 

54 

12 

66 

1 

V. 

Number  of  infested  properties 
(in  Sect.  IV)  treated  by  the 
L.A.  (Figures  should  NOT 
exceed  those  given  at  Sect. 
IV)  

18 

129 

23 

170 

4 

VI. 

Total  treatments  carried  out — 
including  re-treatments  (To 
be  completed  only  if  figures 
are  readily  available) 

69 

512 

63 

644 

15 

The  general  condition  of  the  area  is  reasonably  satisfactory. 
Leaflets  illustrating  methods  for  householders,  and  detailing  the 
provisions  of  the  Act,  together  with  the  Threshing  and  Dismantling 
of  Ricks  Regulations,  1950,  are  available  from  the  Health 
Department. 
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8,  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools 

During  the  year  10  samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  exami- 
nations have  been  taken  from  the  two  swimming  baths;  one  only 
did  not  come  up  to  the  required  standard. 

9.  Disinfestation,  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs,  Flies,  eto. 

8 cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year:  in  1 case  bedding 
required  special  treatment,  which  was  destroyed. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 
Part  1 of  the  Act 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 

Occu- 

N umber  Number  of  piers 

Premises  on  lnspec-  Written  prose- 

Register  tions  notice  cuted 


O) 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

3 

17 

:i 

<2) 

Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Authority 

80 

351 

<3) 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’  premises) 

8 

48 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

91 

416 

— 

— 1 

TO  BE  REPLACED  BY 
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SECTION  D . 

HOUSING 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  are  given  below;  firstly  showing 
action  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  existing  properties; 
secondly  figures  for  completion  of  new  houses,  and  lastly  allocation 
of  houses. 

Housing  Statistics 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year:  — 

A — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to 

be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  after  serving  formal  notices  10 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 


B — Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...Ill 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

respect  of  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  54 

C — Proceedings  under  Local  Government  (Miscellane- 
ous Provision)  Act,  1953 — section  10:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

a Closing  Order  was  made  ...  ^ 
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New  Houses 

Building  of  Council  houses  commenced  in  1947  after  the  War, 
and  the  following  is  the  progress: 


1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  Total 
New  Permanent 
Houses  (in- 


eluding  flats) 

62 

216 

171 

125 

127 

190 

297 

274 

145 

218 

1825 

Temporary 

Houses 

101 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

101 

Relets 

52 

108 

71 

66 

42 

70 

56 

139 

118 

102 

824 

215 

324 

242 

191 

169 

260 

353 

413 

263 

320 

2750 

The  figure  of  218  new  permanent  houses  completed  includes 
18  flats  and  34  aged  persons’  bungalows. 

Allocation  of  Houses  During  the  Year 


List 

A<  Direct  Overcrowding ...  ...  ...  67 

B Overcrowding  and  living  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

B1  Length  of  time  married  and  living  in  54 

C Condemned  property  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

M.O.H.  recommendation  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Homeless  on  Eviction  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

75 

Aged  persons'  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Single  persons’  list  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Special  housing  for  travelling  miners  ...  ...  ...  4 

District  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  1 

Rehousing  of  Tenant  from  fire  damaged  house  ...  1 


320 


80 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  145  transfers  and 
exchanges  granted,  involving  229  families,  largely  relieving  over- 
crowding, on  health  grounds,  economic  reasons  and  to  place  people 
nearer  to  work. 

The  figures  showing  the  allocation  of  houses  during  the  year 
have  been  supplied  by  the  Housing  Manager. 

General  Remarks  on  Housing 

The  figure  of  218  new  permanent  houses  which  includes  18 
flats  and  84  Aged  Persons’  Bungalows  was  a considerable  improve- 
ment on  the  figure  for  1955. 

In  post-war  years  only  in  1953  and  1954  was  the  number 
exceeded. 

The  position  with  regard  to  rehousing  from  condemned  property 
changed  considerably  during  1956.  The  year  began  with  15%  of 
houses  being  allocated  for  this  purpose,  and  this  continued  until  the 
end  of  August,  after  which  date  60%  of  available  houses  were  used 
to  rehouse  from  condemned  property. 

The  result  was  that  during  the  year  57  families  were  transferred 
from  condemned  property  into  council  houses.  Figures  for  the 
previous  two  years  were  as  follows : — 12  families  in  1954;  36  families 
in  1955. 

Only  26  of  the  houses  condemned  before  the  war  were  still  in 
occupation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  On  December  31st,  1956,  there 
were  164  condemned  houses  in  occupation. 

It  is  pleasing  to  see  that  34  aged  persons’  bungalows  were  com- 
pleted during  the  year.  One  often1  hears  the  comment  when 
discussing  old  houses,  that  they  would  do  for  some  old  couples. 

In  point  of  fact  the  “ old  couples  ” need  some  place  which 
will  require  the  minimum  amount  of  work,  and  not  some  old 
property  lacking  in  amenities,  which  is  considered  unfit  for  a family. 
The  housing  lists  show  that  for  some  years  to  come,  many  aged 
persons  will  need  to  struggle  on  in  houses  too  big,  lacking  in 
amenities,  or  unsuitable  for  some  reason  (e.g.,  upstairs  flats). 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  the  council  introduced  into  their  policy  the 
making  of  grants  for  improvement  of  houses.  These,  although  few 
in  number,  will  of  course,  help  in  the  effort  to  provide  satisfactory 
housing  throughout  the  district.  These  applications  involve  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors  and  clerical  staff  in  quite  an  appreciable 
amount  of  work. 

Applications  submitted,  19;  Applications  rejected,  11  (1  with- 
drawn); Grants  approved,  8 (1  not  taken  up). 
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Medical  Priority 

During  the  year  60  cases  claiming  medical  priority  were 
investigated.  The  results  of  these  investigations  are  given  below: 


Table  5 

Cases  requesting  priority  rehousing  on  medical  grounds 

Total  number  investigated  during  1956  : 60. 


Grounds  for  claiming  priority 
T.B.  Other  Diseases 


Number  recommended  to  the  Housing  Com.  13 
Number  granted  priority  rehousing  ...  ...  8 

Number  deferred  for  12  months  2 


16 

9 

2 
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SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Food  Hygiene  Regulations , 1955,  came  into  force  on 
January  1st,  1956.  New  standards  and  new  requirements  for  food 
establishments  and  food  handlers  were  introduced. 

During  the  year,  the  first  steps  were  taken  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  order  to  produce  the  required  standard,  but  there 
still  remains  much  work  to  be  done. 

The  interpretation  of  the  various  sections  has  caused  a certain 
amount  of  discussion,  but  in  the  main  the  requirements  of  the 
regulations  are  quite  clear. 

Unfortunately,  although  it  is  now  possible  to  enforce  the  provi- 
sion of  water  and  washing  facilities  on  vans  and  premises,  it  is  not 
possible  to  enforce  food  handlers  to  use  them.  ‘"You  can  enforce 
the  provision  of  a wash  hand  basin,  but  you  cannot  enforce  its  use.” 

The  only  real  answer  to  the  problem  is  education  of  the  public 
and  of  food  handlers  in  particular  in  matters  relating  to  food  hygiene. 

It  is  often  said  that  the  public  gets  the  standard  of  food 
hygiene  that  it  deserves — if  they  expect  and  demand  a certain  stan- 
dard in  shops  and  cafes,  they  will  eventually  be  offered  this 
standard.  If  they  are  prepared  to  accept  dirty  crockery,  unhygienic 
methods,  etc.,  then  in  the  majority  of  cases  this  is  what  they  will 
have  to  face. 

The  education  of  the  pubic,  and  especially  of  food  handlers, 
is  of  course  one  of  the  functions  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors. 
This  is  done  to  a large  extent  in  their  normal  visiting  and  advising. 
Several  lectures  to  selected  groups  were  given  throughout  the  year. 


Teething  Powders 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  the  Minister  of  Health  asked  the 
Council  for  their  co-operation  in  tracing  Teething  Powders  contain- 
ing mercury.  Recent  reports  on  powders  of  this  composition  have 
suggested  that  they  might  be  the  cause  of  Pink  Disease  in  babies. 

The  Public  Health  Inspectors  visited  all  the  general  dealers,  and 
as  a result  43  powders  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

It  is  now  considered  that  there  are  no  such  powders  being 
offered  for  sale  in  the  district. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods 


Figures  for  inspection  of  meat  are  as  under. 

3,305  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  year. 

MEAT: 

Total  weight  condemned:  7 cwt.,  4 st.,  4 lbs.,  8 ozs. 

See  Table  No.  1 1 , page  45. 


OTHER  FOODS: 

Total  weight  condemned:  17  cwt.,  19  lbs.,  2 ozs. 

See  page  45. 


(a)  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 

On  the  register  at  31st  December,  1956. 

Dairies  (not  dairy  farms)  2 


(b)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 

Following  licences  issued  during  1956. 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  the  designation  T.T.  ...  ...  12 

(o)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised)  Regu- 
lations, 1949 

The  following  licences  were  issued  during  1956. 

Dealers’  Licences  to  use  special  designation  Pasteurised  21 
Dealers’  Licences  to  use  special  designation  Sterilised  ...  72 

Dealers'  Licences  to  use  special  designation  T.T. 

Pasteurised  12 

Supplementary  Licences  for  above  4 
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(d)  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Premises  registered  under  Act: 

Ice  Cream  Sale  and  Storage  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Premises  manufacturing  Sausages,  Potted  Meats  and 
Preserved  Foods  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Number  of  Other  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Restaurants  and  Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  11 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ships 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

General  Dealers /Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  6 

Confectionery  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • • 26 

Wet  Fish  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Fried  Fish  27 

Licensed  Premises  (Hotels  and  Bars,  including  Work- 
men's Clubs)  ...  ...  •••  68 
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SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

There  were  only  267  cases  of  notified  diseases  during  the  year. 
The  fall  from  982  was  almost  entirely  due  to  the  reduction  in  cases 
of  measles. 

Scarlet  Fever 

29  cases  for  the  year  was  little  change  from  the  32  for  1955. 

The  position  in  Birtley  showed  a great  change,  there  being  only 
8 cases  as  compared  with  18  for  1955.  The  proportion  of  Rural  „ 
District  cases  coming  from  Birtley  for  the  past  3 years  is  now : — 
1954,  60'%;  1955,  54%;  and  1956,  28%. 

The  proportion  of  cases  admitted  to  hospital  continues  to  fall 
and  for  the  year  was  65'%.  Here  again  the  figures  for  the  past  3 
years  show  a considerable  change:  — 

1954  — 92%  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital. 

1955  — 75%  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital. 

1956  — 65%  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital. 

D phtheria 


There  were  no  cases  during  1956. 


Diphtheria  Notifications  and  Deaths, 

1947-56 

1947  1948 

1949  1950  1951 

1952 

1953 

1954  1955 

1956 

No.  of  Cases  12  6 

10  0 2 

1 

0 

0 1 

0 

Deaths  ...  0 0 

0 0 0 

0 

0 

0 0 

0 

As  the  period  of  complete  freedom  from  this  disease  grows 
•.  nger  so  the  difficulty  in  persuading  many  mothers  to  have  their 
children  immunised,  increases.  “ There  is  no  diphtheria  now  so 
vhy  should  we  bother?  ” This  is  the  attitude  of  many  mothers  and 
it  is  very  difficult  to  break  it  down.  We  can  only  continue  our 
efforts  to  educate  the  mothers  hoping  some  day  to  reach  the  stage 
when  it  becomes  an  automatic  procedure  to  have  all  children 
protected  against  diphtheria. 


&6 

The  number  immunised  during  the  year  were  as  under : 

Primary — 0 - 5 years  355 

5-15  years  41 

406 

Boosters  237 


The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  children  under  15  years  of 
age  who  had  completed  a full  course  of  immunisation  at  any  time 
up  to  December  31st,  1956.  Calculated  from  these  figures  about 
60%  of  all  children  below  the  age  of  15  years  have  been  protected. 
We  should  not  be  content  until  the  percentage  is  at  least  70%. 

Number  of  children  who  had  completed : a full  course  of 
immunisation  at  any  time  up  to  31st  December,  1956. 


Age  at  Under 


31.12.56 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

i.e.,  born  in 
the  year 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

33 

267 

310 

381 

402 

409 

442 

444 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

Total 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

— 

520 

515 

506 

377 

419 

323 

422 

5,770 

3 7 


Poliomyelitis 

There  was  once  again  only  one  case  notified  during  the  year. 
This  occurred  at  the  Birtley  Residential  Nursery  towards  the  end 
of  the  year.  One  further  case  was  notified  early  in  1957,  but 
fortunately  no  further  children  were  affected. 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination 

During  the  months  of  May  and  June,  the  first  supply  of 
vaccine  became  available.  A further  small  supply  was  delivered  in 
December. 

Of  the  1,615  children  between  the  ages  of  2 and  9 years,  who 
were  registered  for  vaccination,  137  were  given  the  necessary  two 
injections. 

There  were  no  untoward  reactions  to  the  vaccine  reported. 

Measles 

There  were  only  41  cases  notified.  This  drastic  fall  from  643 
in  1955  was  to  be  expected  in  view  of  the  usual  epidemic  at  2-yearly 
intervals.  No  doubt  1957  will  show  a high  figure. 


Notification  of  Measles 

1948 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

No.  of  Cases  520 

372  565  224  724  188 

108 

643 

41 
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Whooping  Cough 


123  notifications  were  received  during  1956 — a fall  of  68  as 
compared  with  1955. 


Notification  of  Whooping  Cough 

1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

1955 

1956 

No.  of  Cases  ...  140  175  120  126  169  87 

191 

123 

Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  has  still  not  been  intro- 
duced in  the  county  as  a general  scheme.  All  evidence  at  the  present 
time  indicates  that  the  use  of  the  right  type  of  antigen  would  reduce 
the  number  and  severity  of  the  cases.  The  fact  that  it  can  be  given 
in  combination  to  give  protection  again  diphtheria  and  tetanus  is  a 
further  point  in  favour  of  the  introduction  of  a scheme  in  the  County. 
The  Health  Committee  did  during  the  year  make  a request  to  the 
County  Council  for  the  introduction  of  whooping  cough 
immunisation. 


< 
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Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 


There  were  5 deaths  as  compared  with  7 for  1955. 

New  notifications  numbered  23  which  was  7 fewer  than  for  1955. 


Notifications  and  Deaths  due  to  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1948 

1949 

1950  1951 

1952  1953 

1954 

1955  1956 

No.  of  Cases  57 

38 

46  56 

37  26 

49 

30  23 

Deaths  ...  21 

21 

12  9 

10  8 

6 

7 5 

All  of  the  female  cases  occurred  between  the  ages  15-44,  whilst 
the  bulk  of  the  males  were  in  the  age  group  45-65.  This  is  in 
keeping  with  the  figures  for  the  whole  country. 

Birtley  cases  numbered  11  out  of  the  23,  the  other  cases  being 
scattered  throughout  the  rest  of  the  district. 

Prevention  of  Tuberculosis 

Methods  of  prevention  are  not  always  easy  nor  necessarily 
successful. 

One  such  case,  which  shows  the  difficulties,  was  a man  with 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  who  was  living  in  such  circumstances  that 
he  was  thought  to  be  a source  of  danger  to  subtenants  of  the  house, 
and  it  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  council,  who  decided  that 
Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act  should  be  used,  in  order  to  get 
him  into  hospital. 

Rather  than  go  into  hospital,  the  patient  isolated  himself  in  a 
caravan  and  remained  there  whilst  his  solicitor  took  steps  to  have 
his  house  vacated  of  subtenants.  After  the  eviction  he  returned  to 
his  house  where  he  subsequently  died. 
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CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

— — i — 


3 

School 

1 

No.  of  form 
distributed 

CONSENTS 

Number 

% of  total 

distributed 

Skin  Test 

Number 

Positive 

% Positive 

No.  vacci- 

nated with 
_ B.C.G. 

% of  total 

:onsents  who 

were  vacci- 

-Dirriey 

George  St. 

Modern  Sch. 

42  33  78.5  29 

11 

37.9 

1 15  45.5 

School 37  28  75.7  27  15  55.5  12  42.8 

Birtley  East  7 7 T 

Mod.  School  117  84  71.9  69  27  39.0  39  46.4 

Pelton  Mod.  , ~ 

School  ‘ - 77  71  92.2  62  15  • 24.2  46  64.9 


Grange  Villa 

School 

11 

5 

45.5 

4 

1 

25.0 

3 

60.0 

Pelton 

Roseberry 
Mod.  School 

41 

9 

22.0 

9 

1 

11.1 

8 

88.8 

West  Pelton 
Cty.  School 

22 

• ?1 

95.5 

20 

7 

35.0 

13 

61.9 

Sacriston 

Mod.  School 

45 

11 

24.4 

10 

2 

20.0 

8 

72.7 

Sacriston 

R.C.  School 

12 

8 

• 66.6 

8 

3 

37.5 

5 

62.5 

Edmondsley 

School 

16 

3 

18.8 

2 

— 

00.0 

2 

66.6 

Waldridge 
Lane  School 

20 

17 

85.0 

15 

3 

20.0 

12 

70.6 

Fatfield 

Mod.  School 

40 

36 

90.0 

33 

5 

15.0 

26 

72.2 

Lumley 

Cocken  Lane 
School 

25 

6 

24.0 

6 

2 

33.3 

4 

66.6 

Totals 

505 

332 

65.7 

_ 294 

92 

31.2 

193 

58.1 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

B.C.G.  vaccination  for  school  leavers  was  introduced  into  the 
district  in  1955  when  only  Birtley  was  dealt  with.  During  1956 
the  scheme  was  extended  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  Rural  District. 
The  figures  for  the  scheme  are  given  below.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
percentage  of  positives  is  higher  in  Birtley  than  elsewhere  in  the 
~ural  district.  In  certain  areas  there  was  a very  poor  response  to 
’ but  this  was  the  introduction  of  the  procedure  in  these 
mi  :.t  is  hoped  that  future  schemes  will  be  received  more 
favourably. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  will  of  course,  not  show  any  immediate 
effects  on  the  number  of  new  cases  of  tuberculosis,  but  will  eventually 
we  hope  cause  a reduction  in  cases  in  young  adults. 


nated 
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Table  6 

1955  1956 


Age  at  Death 

No.  of 
deaths 

% 

No.  of 
deaths 

% 

Under  1 year  

31 

7.2 

18 

3 7 

1-4  years  

1 

0.2 

1 

0.2 

5-14  years 

8 

1.9 

4 

0.8 

15-24  years  

3 

0 7 

6 

1.2 

25-44  years  

14 

3.2 

28 

5.8 

45-64  years 

101 

23.5 

126 

26.0 

65-74  years 

129 

29.9 

133 

27.4 

75  years  and  upwards  ... 

144 

33  4 

169 

34.9 

Table  7 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  15  PARISHES  FORMING  THE  CHESTER  LE- 
STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Pop. 

1951 

Census 

Acreage 

(acres) 

Total 
No.  of 
Inhabited 
Houses 

No.  of 
Council 
Houses 

Deaths 

Biddick  South 

41 

348 

10 

Birtley 

12232 

1429 

3302 

1728 

141 

Bournmoor 

1588 

513 

493 

225 

16 

Edmondsley  ... 

1600 

2099 

422 

206 

11 

Harraton 

3057 

2669 

906 

323 

44 

Lambton 

80 

697 

28 

3 

Lamesley 

3346 

5679 

1298 

565 

43 

Lumley  Great 

1525 

1642 

524 

347 

19 

Lumley  Little 

1383 

875 

397 

10 

14 

Ouston 

991 

641 

303 

149 

22 

Pelton 

1 5826 

926 

1810 

622 

65 

Plawsworth  ... 

1762 

1248 

456 

230 

10 

Urpeth 

2046 

1825 

595 

103 

30 

Waldridge 

644 

725 

177 

12 

Sacriston 

4871 

910 

1508 

407 

55 

40992 

22226 

12229 

4915 

485 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
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Table  9 

Summary  of  Works  carried  out 

Defective  eavesgutters,  etc.  10 

Defective  W.C 17 

Defective  sink  2 

Defective  wallplaster  34 

Defective  weatherboard 2 

Defective  pantry 2 

Defective  windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Defective  yard  paving ...  ...  1 

Dampness  22 

Defective  door  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Burst  pipe 1 

Defective  W.C.  foof  2 

Defective  chimney  stack  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Defective  drain  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Smoke  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Defective  roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

Defective  kitchen  range  ...  ..  ...  ...  9 

Defective  outhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  floors  2 

Defective  oven  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  woodwork  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  waferpipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pointing  1 

Spouts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  ashpit  privy  door  ...  1 

Defective  ashpit  roof  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  threshwood  ...  ...  8 

Defective  ashclcset  slide 14 

Accumulation  of  rubble  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  airbrick  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Defective  gulley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  rain  water  pipe  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Table  10 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

Carcases  and  Offal  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Sheep 

Calves  and  Pigs 

Lambs  Horses 

7 

No.  killed  (if  known)  ... 

134 

128 

— 2023  1101  — 

No.  Inspected 

134 

128 

— 2023  1101  — 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 11  — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

11 

16 

— 11  3 — 

Percentage  of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other 

than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

8.2 

12.5 

_ 0.6  0.4  — 

Tuberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

* 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

— — 16  — 

Percentage  of  the  No.  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 

— 

0.8 

— — 1.5  — 
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Table  11 

The  following  meat  and  other  foods  were  condemned  and  dealt 
with  in  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Food: 

lbs. 


Bovine  liver  272J 

Beef  1741 

Lungs  19 

Head  28 

Pigs’  Heads  110 

Pig  liver  3 

Carcase  and  Organs  of  pig  143 

Pig  Pluck 2| 

Sheep  Pluck  40 

Carcase  and  Organs  of  ewe  50 


B42J 


Total  weight  condemned:  7 cwts.,  4 sts.,  4 lbs.,  8 ozs. 


Other  Foods 


lbs. 

ozs. 

lbs. 

ozs 

Tinned  Meat 

624 

4 

Cake 

52 

8 

Tinned  Vegetables 

109 

8 

Bacon 

15 

8 

Tinned  Milk 

73 

0 

Tongue 

5 

8 

Tinned  Beans 

8 

0 

Sausage 

29 

10 

Tinned  Peas 

15 

0 

Jars  Pickles 

3 

12 

Tinned  Fruit 

153 

12 

Cooked  Ham 

24 

4 

Tinned  Tomatoes  ... 

253 

4 

Gammon  Ham 

13 

8 

Tinned  Soup 

20 

8 

Cooked  Meat 

6 

8 

Tinned  Fish 

10 

0 

Cheese 

...  396 

8 

Tinned  Puddings  ... 

35 

4 

Butter 

9 

4 

Meat  Pudding 

1 

8 

Date 

12 

Biscuits  

12 

8 

Salad  Dressing 

42 

0 

Figs  

7 

0 

1 

1,923 

2 

Total  weight  condemned:  17  cwts.,  19  lbs.,  2 ozs* 


Due  to  Quarterly  Infectious  Return 
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Table  12. 

Infectious  Disease  Notifications  since  1947. 
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NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASES 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Diphtheria  

Erysipelas  

Ophthalmia 

Pneumonia  *"  

Puerperal  Fever  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

Scarlet  Fever  

Small  Pox  

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary  ... 

>» 

u, 

<8 
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o 
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o 

Meningicoceal  Infection 

Dysentery  

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

Food  Poisoning... 

Measles  ...  

Whooping  Cough  

Diagnosis  not  Confirmed  ... 

Totals  

N.B.  Group  Nos.  refer  to  Intermediate  List  of  150  causes  (International  Classification) 
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Total  ... 
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45-64  ... 

65-74  ... 

75  and  j 

upwards 

Age 

Group 

: 

g 

Buooal 

Cavity 

(A44) 

to 

: S i : 5* 

00 

ooi  * i : : : P 

Stomach 

(A46) 

00 

F. 

3 

1 

4 

to 

1 : : * 

Intestines 

except 

Rectum 

(A47) 

o\ 

— — m : & 

1—  to  — : : : : ^ 

Rectum 

to 

CO 

k-:  : J* 

(A48) 

: : : : g 

— CO  CD  ...  . “ 

Trachea 

Lungs 

- 

I i : J4 

ETL. 

(A50) 

05 

-toco!  i i i V 

Breast 

(A51) 

Ol 

• to  CO  • • • • 

Uterus 
(A52  & 53) 

- 

: : g 

Prostate 

(A54) 

►— 1 

: : g 

4^  — 05  tO  . — . 

-All  others 

to  co  to : : : : I3^ 

to 

CO  — CO  CO  . — . p* 

TVvr  a r 

CO 

05 

— — — : : 

00^  — — . . 

‘ J.  U1AL 

Table  14. 

CANCER  DEATHS  1956  (AGE  GROUPS  AND  SITES.) 
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Table  15 


The  following  table  gives  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district  for 


1956  and  previous  years: 


Year 

Estimated 
Resident  . 

Population 
Mid- Year 

Births 

Deaf 

hs 

Infant 
Mortality 
Rate  f 

Maternal 
Mortality 
Rate  X 

No. 

Crude 

Rate* 

No. 

Crude 

Rate* 

1946 

40,720 

907 

21.4 

452 

11.1 

47 

o-oo 

1947 

40,970 

845 

20.6 

482 

11.7 

56 

1-14 

1948 

40,850 

851 

20.8 

438 

10.7 

50 

3.45 

1949 

41,270 

714 

17.3 

490 

11.9 

46 

0.00 

1950 

41,180 

729 

17.7 

488 

11.9 

47 

1.32 

1951 

40.670 

700 

17  2 

496 

12.2 

46 

1.39 

1952 

40,710 

672 

16.5 

438 

10.8 

33 

0.00 

1953 

41,430 

697 

17.2 

428 

10.3 

30 

0.00 

1954 

41,110 

658 

16.0 

458 

11.1 

35 

0.00 

1955 

41,160 

613 

14.9 

431 

10.5 

51 

0.00 

1956 

41,160 

629 

15.8 

485 

11.8 

28 

4.50 

* Per  1,000  population,  (total.) 
t Per  1,000  live  births,  (registered.) 

X Per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  (registered.) 


Table  Showing  changes  in  Certain  Vital  Statistics  over  a period 

of  10  years. 


Table  16. 


1896 

1921 

1956 

Population  

58,000 

71,580 

41,160 

Births 

2,157 

2,298 

629 

Crude  Birth  Rate  ... 

38.09 

31.82 

15.8 

Deaths  

1.083 

851 

485 

Crude  Death  Rate  

19.00 

13.03 

11.8 

Infant  Deaths 

394 

270 

18 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  

182 

117 

28 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases 

212 

126 

Scarlet  Fever  Cases  

553 

378 

29 

Typhoid  Fever  Cases  

108 

6 

— 

Diphtheria  Cases 

57 

130 

— 

Table  17. 


New  cases  and  mortality  from  Tuberculosis  during  1956: — 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Dea 

THS 

Pulmonary 

N on  -pulmonary 

Pulm< 

Dnary 

Non-pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1-4 

5-14 

15-24 

25-44 

45-64 

65-74 

75  & over 

1 

3 

8 

1 

4 

6 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

"i 

l 

Totals 

13 

io 1 i 

4 

4 

1 

... 

1 

Table  18 

Notifications  and  deaths  occurring  in  the  Rural  District  during 
the  past  five  years: 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  N on-Pulmonary 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

1952  

37 

10 

11 

— 

1953  

26 

8 

9 

1 

1954  

49 

6 

4 

— 

1955  

30 

7 

2 

1 

1956  

23 

5 

5 

1 

The  number  of 

cases  on  the 

Tuberculosis  Register  were  as 

follows : 

Pulmonary 

N on-Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

December  31st,  1952 

168 

134 

31 

47 

380 

December  31st,  1953 

159 

128 

27 

42 

356 

December  31st*  1954 

166 

127 

28 

40 

361 

December  31st.  1955 

160 

138 

18 

31 

347 

December  31st,  1956 

161 

136 

17 

33 

346 

* 


8 4 per  1,000  civilian  population. 


APPENDIX  ‘A’  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate. 
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APPENDIX  ‘B’  Infant  Mortality  Rates 
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